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February 10, 2011 
 
Councillor Ana Bailão, 
City Hall, 100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, Ontario  M5H 2N2 
 
 
 
Councillor Bailão, 
  
Further to my February 4 email to you, I am responding as promised to your January 28, 2011 letter regarding 
rink compressors and your assertion that our refrigeration plants can make ice in temperatures as we had this fall.  
  
Your letter lists technical matters such as compressor horse power and circulation pump horse power.  
Refrigeration is a complex field.  Many factors  affect refrigeration efficiency - some being compressor size, 
number of cylinders and circulation pump size.  There are other factors as well including, but not limited to, the 
efficiency of the compressor, the refrigerant type - both primary and secondary refrigerants, the way pumps work 
- simultaneously or separately, circulation pump systems and the size of the pads they refrigerate.  In addition 
ice-making and plant efficiency is affected by external factors such as ground-temperature, ambient air 
temperature, precipitation, and sunlight.  
  
In your letter you assert that City run systems are as capable of making ice as Harbourfront Centre's system 
which is more effective than our own.  Variations between the systems include the types compressors, secondary 
refrigerants and circulation pump systems.  After speaking with Harbourfront Centre staff, it is agreed between 
staff that their location has about 15 to 20% more capacity than City run refrigeration plants. 
  
Parks Technical Services staff are highly experienced and skilled and are working with varying systems across 
many locations. In the past, when temperatures were above 8 degrees Celsius, ice making has been difficult with 
compressors running for days on end and water still ponding on the pads.  The un-seasonally warm conditions 
experienced during the planned rink opening time in the fall would not have resulted in sustainable ice.  
  
As stated in previous correspondence, Parks, Forestry and Recreation is committed to providing outdoor skating 
opportunities to residents of the City of Toronto in a cost effective and responsible way across all our rinks.  We 
are diligent about ensuring that we are utilizing our resources effectively and responsibly in the best interests of 
residents. 
  
Yours truly, 
  

  
Richard Ubbens, R.P.F. 
Director, Parks 
Parks, Forestry and Recreation 


